Edna Township

Regular Board Meeting
June 21, 2022 o
Dent Community Center, 201 Birch St, Dent MN 56528

The meeting was all cailed to order at 7 pm and began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Dennis Sazama, Gary Schattschneider, Ben Bucholz, Karen Marthaler and Echo Dockter were present.
The agenda was reviewed. Sazama motioned to accept the agenda with additions. Bucholz 2™ the motion and it carried
unanimously.
The clerk’s report from May was reviewed. Bucholz motioned to accept the report as presented. Sazama 2™ the motion
and it carried unanimously
The treasurer’s report showed receipts of $169.063.35, disbursements of $30,450.35 and working capital of $921,452.21.
Sazama motioned to accept the report as presented. Bucholz 2° the motion and it passed unanimously.
The claims for payment were reviewed. Therc was some discussion of the quality of the sealcoating. It was noted that not
all of S Little Mc was done. The area beyond the cui-de-sac is not a private road. Bucholz motioned to approve the claims
as presented, including the invoice from TruNorth. Sazama seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. Sazama
motioned to transfer $255,108.32 from the money market account to the checking account. Schattschneider 2™ the
motion. Sazama, Schattschneider and Bucholz all voted in favor.
The phone calls since the last meeting were reviewed. There were 2 calls from Devils Lake property owners regarding
dust control. There is more discussion of dust control later in the meeting. Mr. Mertes from Engstrom Beach needed more
information regarding the water casement on his property. Bucholz returned this call and explained the legal advice the
Board received. There is no record of this easement being a township request. The attorney strongly advised against the
township taking any action regarding this easement. He suggested that a “deep search” would be needed to find the origin
of the easement. This is a land owner responsibility. The access permit from E Big McDonald Dr, north of 43094, was
reviewed by Sazama and granted. Vaun Bruhn called Schatischneider regarding the potholes on 455® (fixed by meeting
time), a road sign on Jackim Trail, alrcady moved by meeting time, and some brush that needs to be cleared. There are
GLS signs on S Littie MC that need to be fixed. These have been reported o the county. There is a pothole on 385 that
has already been marked with a stake and flag. The trees on the comer of 385% and 460™ need to be trimmed back. They
are making it ditficult to see traffic. The double arrow sign on the Edna side of 460™ at the end of 365" (near John Schuliz
farm) is completely faded. The items that have not aiready been addressed will be added to the sub-contractor fist.
Graveling started on 403 on 6/14/22. This is the first road on the rotation list for 2022. The work was finished on 6/21
and a request was texted to all supervisors to review the road before the meeting. Since this is the first one there were
several questions. The gravel seems to be loose. Bucholz requested that the gravel be packed. It was determined that this
time they will iry packing before the dust guard is applied and may try packing afier the dust guard on the next road.
There was more discussion of the road shoulders. Bucholz requested that the shoulders be redone with a [ittle more
feathering of the gravel from the crown to the shoulders. This road was done at a 5% crown and required about 1100 tons
of gravel. It was noted that parts of this road were “down to the black™. No gravel has been applied to this road for several
years. All were reminded that this is the first road to be rebuilt and is a learning experience for all. The goal is to build up
all the gravel roads over the next 3 years and then keep them on a 3-year rotation of regular maintenance.

E Big Mc Road had a collapsed culvert that was discussed at the May meeting. A new steel culvert was ordered.
As Sonnenberg began the work to remove the old plastic culvert they discovered the culvert had a power line running
through it. Lake Region Electric was contacted. They were not aware of that line. The plastic culvert was removed, the
power line was reburied, NOT in the culvert. The new steel culvert was installed. The patch for this road will go on the
cub-contractor list.

Sazama did more research into the issue of the irrigators watering Edna Township gravel roads. The original
permit states that the irrigation may not water roads. The suggestion Sazama received was to write a letter to the irrigator




owner and politely ask them to stop watering the road. It was not clear what the next step would be. The letter would at
least provide a paper trail if further steps need to be taken. There may be a need for another policy. There was a question
of whether or not the township could bill the owner for the costs of rebuilding that portion of the road if the irrigation
continues. _

Dora Township wants Edna Township to pay for 1% of cost of dust control on Shepper Road, only in front of the
homestead. This led to a lengthy discussion of dust control. In the past Edna has paid for dust control on a few roads.
These few roads have been done every year for as long as anyone on the Board can remember. No one remembers how it
started. “it has always been done this way” did not seem to be a good reason to continue. As more residents are requesting
dust control it was determined that there should be a documented policy. The plan with the rebuild of the township gravel
roads includes dust guarding each road as it is rebuilt. Under consideration is the application of dust guard for the year the
road is rebuilt and then the next year. This should give the road a finmer surface and require less grading/maintenance in
the future. The Board agreed that the policy should allow residents to get dust guard through the township if their road is
not in the current year rotation for maintenance, but the residents would have to cover the cost. There are townships that
do not spend any township funds on dust control. A few of the items that the policy should cover include: the entire road
must be done, not pieces here and there. The Township will not do any work if the funds are not received by a set date.
The township cannot guaraniee the dust control. Grading is kept to a misumum after dust control is applied. The road
might not be graded untit Fall. Bucholz volunteered to work up a draft of a Dust Control policy.

Note that Jeff Stabnow was not present at the meeting because of the bad weather the night before the meeting. There was
major damage in the Clitheral area.

Bucholz did the first weed road inspection tour. He noted that it is a little tricky to inspect weeds from the road. Dave
Taylor’s ditch has been mowed. His ficld has not been mowed. This ficld has spotted knap weed. This is a kmown problem
and has been reported to the county. This original report was filed with the county when Carol Nelson was a Township
Supervisor. Bucholz wiil continue to work on this. Noted that Edna Township will continue to have spotted knap weed in
the road right of way as long as the field has this weed.

The priority report for sub-contractors was reviewed. The updated report is attached to the minutes. Several items have
been compleied and several more have been added.

Noted that 370% is still very rough. Bucholz will contact Stabnow regarding the status of this project.

Correspondence included a Thank You for the donation to the Veteran’s Memorial Park in Vergas, legal notice of the
outcome of the suit on E Panl Lake (no effect on the road), a notice of the annual meeting of the LMKP-LID, and a report
from the MN State Demographic Center.

The unfinished business was not addressed.

Sazama agreed to talk to Lake Region Energy Services about the cuts being made in our asphalt roads. The latest theory is
that the gas company is the one responsible for these cuts.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.
Cutw Home
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